BILBAO
peaks standing on the road to Eibar and Durango—were
taken.   I travelled a great deal In the sector during
time, and was able to estimate the forces colected for the
final assault on Bilbao, for, though we were many miles
from the Basque city, we aH realised that the positions
we were taking were but the outer works of the city's
defences.   On the right flank, advancing by the coast
road, was the mixed brigade known as the Black Arrows.
This was mainly composed of Italian volunteers in the
new Legion formations,  but it had an admixture of
Spaniards.   It was very mobile and was expected to take
advantage of every move in the mountain sectors to male
a bound forward along the coast.   It carried out its part
of the programme very well and thus played an essential
though not  dominant role in the plan of campaign.
Then, in the difficult hill districts, where the resistance
was   greatest,   came   five   Brigades   of  Navarre.   Each
was composed of a varying number of regular battalions
and of Carlist or Requete and Falangist militia battalions*
As was natural for a Brigade of Navarre, the Requetes
were the more numerous    On the left of these corps
came another Legion brigade, the Black Flames, and
on their left yet another, the Blue Arrows.   These,  I
understand, were almost entirely made up of Italian
volunteers, but they played only a small part in the
fighting round Bilbao, though they were used to relieve
the tired-out troops in the subsequent rapid movements
on Santander through Valmaseda.
The Requetes units were to be seen everywhere. They
were fine-looking soldiers and they fought extremely well
During the long winter months they had been we!
trained, and all the Regular Army officers, who by now
mostly commanded these battalions, were outspoken, in
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